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    Homecoming 2015 will be held on Friday, Oct. 2, when the Waynesville Tigers play 
host to the Camdenton Lakers. 
    This year’s theme will be “101 TigerNations,” based on a Disney theme and the 
101st anniversary of Waynesville High School. 
    Homecoming shirts are available for purchase by contacting Gary Young at 
gyoung@waynesville.k12.mo.us or by calling him at 573-842-2400 ext. 3130.  The 
cost remains $10 for youth size 4 through adult XL and $13 for XXL and above. 

    WHS Student Government has been working 
hard to make this year the best Homecoming yet 
with the following Spirit Days: 
    - Monday: Monsters, Inc., where students are 
asked to dress according to colors: seniors-pink, 
juniors-green, sophomores-blue, freshmen-red 
and teachers-orange
    - Tuesday:  Sleeping Beauty, where students 
will be allowed to wear sleep pants, pajamas, 
etc.

Homecoming 2015:
101 TigerNations

    The sounds of hammers and saws 
echo down the hallways of Waynesville 
Middle School, but if you’re expecting 
to find a construction trades class, 
think again. This is seventh grade 
English and instead of books, pencils 
and papers, these students hold 
construction tools and paint brushes as 
they put the finishing touches on mini 
libraries they are creating. 
    The five classes, led by English 
teacher Somer Rivard, are each 
creating a Little Free Library to 
be placed in the Waynesville, St. 
Robert and Fort Leonard Wood area. 
WMDS is the first school in the state 
of Missouri to create this project 
connected to the state standards and 

WMDS 
students to 
open 5 little 
libraries 
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Jordan Kane, Mary Gail DuBose and Halle Craven, Waynesville High School’s 
All School president, vice president and secretary respectively, attended 
the Waynesville-St. Robert Chamber of Commerce meeting in September to 
present information about Homecoming. DuBose and Kane had Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent, model a sample of the Homecoming t-shirt. 

Somer Rivard with some of her 
students who worked on the WMDS 
Little Free Library. 



the writing process unit, and to register 
all five libraries with the national Little 
Free Library organization, which boasts 
more than 30,000 book exchanges 
around the world.    
    The book exchange concept is 
simple:  Make free books available 
24 hours a day, seven days a week 
at locations where students and their 
parents frequent. Students are asked to 
bring a book to the library and trade it 
in for another one. Their own book then 
becomes the library’s, so that another 
student may read it. The Missouri State 
University Literacy Program and Wood 
Elementary have donated books to help 
launch the library, along with students. 
    “Even if students cannot afford to 
have a book of their own, the Little Free 
Library will have books for students to 
read so they, too, can then participate in 
the ‘take one, leave one’ program,” says 
Danielle Sweeney, a seventh grader. 
    Rivard, who is pursuing her master’s 
in literacy, heard about the Little Free 
Library program this summer and 
decided this area was perfect for one 
that would focus on children’s and 
adolescent’s literature. 
    “Little Free Libraries help provide 
a sense of friendliness and a sense of 
home,” Rivard says. “That is especially 
important in a community like ours 
where we welcome new members all of 
the time.”  
    While the libraries may be small in 
scale, their doors will open students 
to the world through reading and 
imagination. 
    “I like reading; I can have a picture of 
what is happening in my mind and it’s 
very relaxing,” Sweeney says. 
    The students are proud of their 
creations that are expected to hold up to 
50 books at a time.  
    “I am excited about the Little Library 
because I get to help make something 
that affects the community,” says 
Raymond Schultz, one of the students. 
“I like reading; it gives me a pathway 
– a doorway – to a room that is in my 
mind.”
    As students are putting the final 
touches on their five WMDS Little 
Free Libraries, they also have learned 
a great deal about the writing process 
in this English class. “The blueprints 

for the libraries are just like pre-
writing; it’s brainstorming, making a 
list, and getting your ideas down on 
paper,” Rivard says. “The measuring, 
cutting, and initial building of the 
libraries are similar to the drafting 
step; creating a sloppy copy while 
considering your blueprint/pre-writing. 
Finishing touches such as painting 
and decorating mirror the revising 
and editing phases. The last step of 
the writing process is publishing; 
the student’s present their essay/
library to the public with no mistakes/
finished product. Students in my classes 
understand the writing process so much 
more because of their experience with 
this project.”
    Beyond the writing and building 
experiences, students also have “learned 
about promoting literacy and kindness 
and goodness and what it means to be 
someone who volunteers to help make 
the world a better place,” Rivard says.  
    Rivard’s students will be easy to 
spot – they will each sport a t-shirt that 
states: “Ask me about the Library I 
built.” 
    “Go ahead and ask them; they are 
eager to tell their story,” Rivard says. 
    Each class will hold its own 
dedication ceremony and the public 
is invited to each. The dedication 
ceremonies of the WMDS Free Little 
Libraries will be held:

    Monday, September 28
        Waynesville Middle School- 
 6:00 p.m.
        Waynesville City Park- 6:30 p.m.

    Tuesday, September 29
        Commissary 6:00 p.m.
        PX 6:45 p.m.

    Thursday, October 1
        Freedom Elementary 6:00 p.m.

 

Libraries 
Continued from page 1

Jeff Stone, ISS teacher at 
Waynesville Middle School, helped 
WMDS students with their library 
building project. 

Somer 
Rivard 
accepts 
books 
from 
students 
who also 
donated 
books of 
their own 
toward the 
project. 



    -  Wednesday:  Lilo and Stitch, 
students dress in a Hawaiian theme
    - Thursday:  101 Dalmatians, students 
should wear polka-dots
    -  Friday is Tarzan:  wear your best 
Tiger black and orange!
    SGA members also encourage other 
schools in the Waynesville R-VI district, 
as well as the community, to plan events 
for themselves.
    The Homecoming parade will begin 
at 2:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 2.  This is 
an early release day for the district; 
however, teachers and staff must either 
attend the parade, or remain at their 
school until regular dismissal time.  The 
parade route will be the same as last 
year, beginning in the Waynesville City 
Park and ending at the Waynesville 
Middle School tennis court parking lot.  
All Waynesville schools, departments, 
clubs, sports teams, and organizations 
are encouraged to enter a float in the 
parade.  Last year we saw 58 entries and 
would like to see that number continue 
to grow. 
    The Chamber of Commerce will 
host Community Pride Night starting 
at 5 p.m. just outside the Ninth Grade 
Center. Homecoming queen coronation 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. and the football 
game will be at 7 p.m. 
    While parade entries are limited to 
Waynesville school groups, a window 
decorating contest is held each year 
for area businesses. More information 
about the window contest will be sent to 
area businesses. 

Homecoming
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More than 425 parents and students 
attended the Sept. 9 College and 
Career Night held at Waynesville 
High School. 74 representatives 
from colleges, universities, 
technical schools, military and other 
organizations talked with students 
and parents about programs, financial 
aid, entrance requirements and other 
pertinent information. More than 60 
individuals attended the Parent to 
Parent’s workshop on the college 
application process prior to the event.  

    Monday, Sept. 21, is the fall session 
of the district-wide Love of Reading 
Day.  On this day, DEAR (Drop 
Everything and Read) time will be held 
from 9:15-9:30 a.m. 

DEAR Day on 21

Waynesville AmeriCorps 
VISTA and I-44 Speedway of 
Lebanon partnered to host 
Waynesville Tiger Night at 
the Races on Saturday, Sept. 
12, to raise awareness – as 
well as funds – for Snack 
in a Pack. After winning 
his race, Jordan Nisbett, 
driver of the number 33 
car, announced that his 
winnings would go to the 
Snack in the Pack program 
in memory of  Richard 
McKinnon.  McKinnon 
served as the longtime 
director of maintenance 
and facilities for the Waynesville R-VI School District. Mike 
Scott, the employee benefits and compliance specialist for 
BPJ, owns the car and installed a decal stating “In Memory 
of Richard McKinnon” on the car shortly after his friend’s 
passing. The event raised more than $850. (See more about 
the races on page 4.)

st



Top and middle, members of the 
WHS choir, band and Color Guard 
participated in the Waynesville Tiger 
Night at the Races on Saturday, Sept. 
12, at the Lebanon I-44 Speedway.  Left, 
Dr. Kim Hawk, community resource 
coordinator for the Waynesville R-VI 
School District, and Cassandra Adams 
and Sean Wilson, both VISTA members, 
helped collect funds for Snack in 
a Pack through a 50-50 drawing. 
The Waynesville Tiger mascot and 
Cassandra Adams, the VISTA member 
who works closely with the Snack in 
a Pack program, helped promote the 
Snack in a Pack program. More than 
$850 was raised for Snack in a Pack 
during the night at the races. 

    Waynesville High School students 
who scored a 3 or better on certain AP 
college-level exams were recognized 
on Friday, Sept. 11, before the varsity 
football game. 
    65 students achieved the score of 3 
or better on a total of 98 exams. Thanks 
to the dedication of their hard-working 
AP teachers and the commitment from 
the students, Waynesville High School 
students received a collective total of 
nearly $10,000.  
    The program serves as an example 
of what high expectations and rigor can 
do to prepare students for college and 
career readiness, organizers say.
    Each student received a certificate 
and check for $100 for achieving a 
score of 3 or higher on the following 
AP exams:  Language Arts, Literature, 
Environmental Science, 
Chemistry, AB Calculus, 
BC Calculus, Statistics and 
Computer Science. 
The funds were made 
available through a 
college and career 
readiness program from 
the National Math and 
Science Initiative (NMSI), 
thanks to a grant from the 
Department of Defense 
Educational Authority 

AP students recognized for success
(DoDEA). 
    Waynesville is the first in the State of 
Missouri to implement this program.
    In recognition of the statewide 
significance of the grant and its 
connection to the Department of 
Defense, State Representative Steve 
Lynch and State Representative Diane 
Franklin congratulated the students, 
along with General Kevin Vereen, 
the U.S. Army Military Police School 
commandant. In addition, Marcus 
Lingenfelter, the executive director 
of state relations at National Math 
and Science Initiative and Henry 
congratulated each student.  WHS’s 
group included: 
    • 14 AP Scholars ( who scored a 3 or 
higher on 3 or more exams)
    • 6 AP Scholars with Honors (who 

scored a 3 or higher on 4 or more 
exams)
    • 7 AP Scholars with Distinctions 
(who scored 3 or higher on 5 or more 
exams)
    • One National AP Scholar, Savannah 
Blau, who took 8 exams and scored a 5 
on each one

Left, Marcus Lingenfelter, Brig. Gen. 
Kevin Vereen, Dr. Brian Henry, and 
State Representatives Diane Franklin 
and Steve Lynch lead applause for the 
students. Above, students were each 
congratulated with a handshake.  

Snack in Pack 
fundraiser races 
to above $850  



Waynesville 
High School 
and Waynesville 
Middle School 
students helped 
prepare for a 
disaster in honor 
of 9/11 Day of Service 
and Remembrance. 
With the help of 
AmeriCorps members, 
the WHS Afterschool 
Student Advisory 
Club headed over to 
WMDS to help them 
build starter disaster 
readiness kits to take 
home. The idea was to 
get students thinking 
about being prepared and hopefully get them talking to their families 
about disaster readiness. They were also visited by local firefighters 
from Waynesville and Fort Leonard Wood. 

Getting 
prepared
for a 
disaster

Waynesville High School JROTC students read the names of 
Missourians who paid the ultimate sacrifice serving their country 
during the Vietnam War on Sept. 5. The students volunteered to read 
the names of the 1,141 Missourians killed during the Vietnam War 
prior to the commemoration ceremony for the Vietnam War’s 50th 
anniversary that was held at Fort Leonard Wood’s Memorial Grove. 
Missouri’s only living Medal of Honor recipient, retired Col. Don 
(Doc) Ballard, served as the guest speaker. After each name was 
read, a service member rang a bell in memory of the fallen soldier. 
Photo by FLW Public Affairs. 

A flag raising ceremony was held at the Waynesville 
Sixth Grade Center on Patriot Day with the school’s 
Partners In Education participating in the ceremony, 
along with Waynesville’s Mayor Luge Hardman and 
emergency personnel. Bottom, sixth graders in the 
LEAD group who organized the event pose with the 
participants. 

Partridge Elementary students pose in front of one 
of the military vehicles brought to the school on 
Patriot Day. 



Senior Caleb Rodriguez broke 
Waynesville High School’s all-time 
goal-scoring record in boys soccer 
on Tuesday. The team will play at 
home on Monday, Sept. 21. 

The Waynesville Raider Black Team 
finished first overall out of 15 teams 
that traveled to Clinton, Mo., on Sept. 
11 and 12 to participate in the 1st 
Raider Meet of the Season. Daniella 
Medina was the top female on the 
Army Physical Fitness Test with a 
score of 353 (out of 300). James Fry 
was the top male on the APFT with a 
score of 338 (out of 300). Next up is 
the Des Moines Raider Meet on Sept. 
25 and 26, then Wentworth on Oct. 1 
and 2. Raider Nationals are Nov. 5-8 in 
Molena, Ga.

Black team 
finishes first

Left to right, Ariel Okori, Kallie Bildner and Sarah Snyder during the win 
over West Plains on Thursday. They play at home again on Sept. 24. 

Future Cheerleaders performed 
during the Sept. 11 game.  The 
youngsters worked hard to learn 
cheers, chants and a dance routine 
under the direction of Waynesville 
High School cheerleaders.


